
Dissidences Dissidences 
Hispanic Journal of Theory and Criticism Hispanic Journal of Theory and Criticism 

Volume 1 Issue 2 Article 10 

November 2012 

Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje 

Olimpo Olimpo 

Patricia Vieira 
Harvard University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Vieira, Patricia (2012) "Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Olimpo," 
Dissidences: Vol. 1 : Iss. 2 , Article 10. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2/10 

This Article / Artículo is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at Bowdoin Digital Commons. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Dissidences by an authorized editor of Bowdoin Digital Commons. For more 
information, please contact mdoyle@bowdoin.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences
https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1
https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2
https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2/10
https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences?utm_source=digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu%2Fdissidences%2Fvol1%2Fiss2%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2/10?utm_source=digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu%2Fdissidences%2Fvol1%2Fiss2%2F10&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mdoyle@bowdoin.edu


Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Olimpo Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Olimpo 

Keywords / Palabras clave Keywords / Palabras clave 
Garaje Olimpo, Argentina, Dictadura, Trauma, Ethics, Torture 

This article / artículo is available in Dissidences: https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2/10 

https://digitalcommons.bowdoin.edu/dissidences/vol1/iss2/10


1
 

 



 !"

















#!$%& '&!











#! ( )!! !!* 

#"+!(!( ,  !!

!,,!!!!(!-!.! !!

&()!&(!!!("!!!,

!!&! !/!(!!!0!

 " !!,&"!-!!

(.!!!(! !!,"-"1! ,!

23 4/0! 0("!! !!!/5! ((!!!



2
 

 

6!"76!!!!7!!!!!(,

!),!" !/!!"8,

!! ,&,!!!  !!!

 
"!&"0!!! !!!"

&!" !"/!(",!,/! 

 "!   ,, "!"""!)!

!(5!-!!0! (-& (6!!!

879:,!"!"(,!!)

"!!5 /!!(5!&!",

!(!! !!!"")

!+!!& !.!,!!! !

!&!!!(5!!0+!!";5

<"222/ ! (=*/0 !!!!! ,!

-,! !!0,!!! !!(!!!

)!!!!,,!"& "8!!!!

!("!!!!!!!!!!!!0

,(8!"">!1 !("! !!"!!)0!!

!(( ,(!0!! !!"&! !!

!)!0!!!!,( ?0, " *81

!!("0!!0!!!!("!*1"

! !&01!! !



-.;5<"!0 ! !"=@-!

!!!,!0)#(A+8&!

( ,)!",!!! !"!"!!&

!0+!!! !! !,,(!

!,!!!!!,!", !,!!0!!0B8

"!!!=@+!!!!!!(,!

!0 ! !!,  "&"!

"+ (5"!0!"!0" "

! 0,! !!!!,! 



3
 

 

"! & !!,,!","! !

!!/)!! ,,,=@0!"!8

 0/!,!!(8  !!!!!!-,,!

0!!!"(& 0 (!!)!"B!,1

! ) =@" 0 C!!! 

!!, !"(!"!!!!! !"

 !,<! !&0+!!) !!  !!

=@/,!/!(8 



 "8"!;5<"?!/!"+!

 "+,!!"!),(=@( "/!,

0"/ "!( 00!!.!!

!(!0!! 0/!!!  (! !(

=?!D60!&"" ! !E!( FC!&!!/

"8!/!!/!!!/!!!!8/!""/!"!,7

9)&! !0!!!!!!(!0!0!!

"!!!(!0!!!/0(! 

!1&/"!&!,!!"-!5!!D6-G

"7  !/!.!"!+!!(!0!

! )!/00(!  !EF-!!

" (!) ?H)!!!!!(!=@1)&

,)1  (!! "(/)!

(!() "



!./! &(!0! !"& !!" 

!! !!*-! !!(!0(!

!!!,!!"& !( (!,!,/",

!! &!!,,0 "!/0!, 0 

( "(!5)! !/ 8(  8 !/!

! /! (,! /)" (!!,"!

","!! !,! "!0 !,!

!!!!,!"+ ,! ,( 



4
 

 

!(& !!(!0!," ! "/

 !=*!!D



I!!""/""!" 

& 1. !/1J!!,,!EKF?//!!LJ

!!!&!!"!/!//.! !&

+&"+D.&&&,(!!!1!L79



!!" 0!!,!0!"!   !!

!!(!!!,!!! !!",!0 

! !,, ,!!! ! "

,!!!*-



* # !!!!!"8! !

!0 ! !"!("!

  !!! (-&/0&/!+! &(!0

((!  EF,!!!! &+!

( !!!)!0!!"!&!

!!;5<"/! !! 

(!0!00  "(+!!!!!!,! /

0!!.!"/(&!!,! "8.!

!",*-!!!!!!!!0

!/!""!"/(!!!!,!" !



!"  !!&!-,!!!!/!..!

!"!(&!&0M)(!!=@/!!

"  !"(&/!.!" !,!!"&#"

&0!!/!!!!!.!! "

,,!"!,!!0(,"!&! !"!

, /8,!!!",& 5 ,,0!!

 (,!"! !!8!/!!!!(!!"

! 0!!!0&/!,!;5<"&!(



5
 

 

 !!"!$!/!!,!&!!!

!!"/!&!!!""!! !! !-/

0/! !!!!,"(! !"!(

!!!!"!!("",!(" 

!!&!!!(! ,0!!!!!

& 



<*! *,!,!!(!(5!/(,!!

!!!M! !0!!(!/!!D6*!

(,!!(,7N-(!!!!, !

"&;5<",!+! ./

""!! !"(( !!"!&0! ! !

!"/(!!!!/!!!!""!!

!!("/!0!( (!4!!



!. ,"!32"">! "! (!0

! (! !!!("D



E*!F0!!!,(,! / "!(0!"

 ",!!*!!!8,!,!("!!

 !EKF/!/!8,E!("F"!(0!"/ /

!" !5!!!! (!(5!(!!!0 0/!

8,!("!!"!&! "! !/

  ( ,!&24



'8(!/!("!"!(0! "!6&!!

",!7 "/&  &!!!22B

-,(!,! ((!/0!(" !,!

"!3!!!!( 0! !!!!

"!,!&!!!!!>! !!"!,!

(""6+ ("+"!( ,!/(  

!72&!,>!!!(""0!!!"!



6
 

 

!/ !) !!!!"!! &!/

!,!!4!!/!!" ("" ! (!/

!!!0!&!! 0!"=8

 ,!!6,& 79:"08!("/!!

 "!!,!!4!!!)!0 !

 !!!!!!0!(!0,& !

  !!!!("43ENFO!/!!!0)!  !

0!,/0!!,!&/ /!!!/"/0!!",

"&("("""!!! (!,

=/22:



=*1"&()"!!"(

!"! !/!!!!!!,!"& !

!! ! ,(!,!!!!!(

!"(!!" ,!!!"!!08E:F!,

!("/0!!"!,"!/ &!!!

!! (!"0&/!!.!!"!

!"!!&0/""!!&



'80!,!&/" "!!08

! 0!!!/!!"! *1"&;5

<"!"(!!!(!" !!!

 !! ,&! !E9F

!(!(!!""8 !!!,! (!!

!!/!,!&!! !/!( !!-,!

 ,!23 4EF"+ ! !"(!!

0(! ! !!,!!/ ,! !!!!/! 

!+0!0&!!"!(!"/!!)!

!!/!&!((,!!5!"&! !!

!!(!!&0 !,!"!"

!!, ,!!!!





7
 

 

("!,! !(,! 0!!"!!

(!0!! !0 !;5<""=8!!!!!,

!0, & ",!  (!!080

! !! ,; 9O!!!!)! !!!

 "+,!!/!!("! (  !0!

,!!! !!(!0!!("

&8 (0.!0!!; 1,!>!1

!. ,"!!!(!0!("! "!

+ !/!!,/!!!1!"!,!

'8(!/!("/ ,!>!/"!(5!&)!!

.!!(5! (!!!!!!&8"D6?

!(!!0"!8(! &/(!!("(

"0!& !0!8,!!! ("!!

!!!7>!M"(, 0!!!"!

)!("  !+!!!(0 ( !

!"!! !" ! !!!,!"" 

!!,!&0!(!!!"

/0!!"0!!,&!" !!,E3F



>!("!!!!!(!0!! !/

(!0! "!!!,!, !!!

 & )("! (!!!!0!!E4F

">!1!.!!!(!0!!0!!!

! ! ,;5<"!! & !" !

!!! &0&!0!>! ( !

("! !!!!1!,"!!!!&!

/!!6"+"!( ,!7>!2/!!!!

 " "!  8!&

, 0 !0!,!!! !!!



>!1!!(  !!!!"

!"!" ,0!&/*1"P!!!!



8
 

 

!( !10!,(!0!0  !!"

"& !&/!!"(,!  &  !!0 !!

"!"!" ! !,!!?!"/ , 

"!/0!(!!!!!0!"80 , 

 !"/0! ".!/!( 

"!! "! &",!!&!!)!

!0!!"!!!!( !(!!! !

)!!!!!!("(

 ! !,!!+!!"( 





<!!;5<"!=@1""!!!

!( ,!!B!!!,!8

,! ,! !!$@(==!!!

&,.#Q"!=@0!! (! 

 $@(,!,&!,&!0!"!

!"!+!! !51(!!!"H!D



D RSH !(:8T

$D S"

D S"RG! !T

$D I/!( G (KPK*/((K

D O!(!G,@*/!G,# ,I ,



! ,"+ (!(8,  ,!"

,! ! !/ !!!!! 

." ! !"!!=@1( 

" 8 "0!/,(8!!!!!(!!

!"",!,,"! (& !!!!

( !&8!!$@(!! ,

,! (!!"!0! !"/!"



9
 

 

"&"!,1( (&( ! 8

0!0!!! 



-!"! ! ,(!0$@( ,/!"" !5!!

!,! !,!"!"!!!! 

!&!,!!! !!,1( (0 !8

0&/#,*!!/!!!!!(

80 ,,!"!!!

:4 !(!( (" ! !""!,!

 !E2F*!!!0!)!!"!( 

!!!!!!! 0!(  !&!"!

!!&!?!!!/!&!"! !! !(

 ! D



*!  !!/!! !(5!/"!( & /& /& /

 0(! ! 8/!!/!80/!!- 

!!!!0!!(8!!!/!)(/00 !

!U&/0"/&!U!!/!!/! ,!"

!!!!"!(!  0/)!! /!!!!:3



* !!(!0!! )(/!( 0"

! !(,  (!!!(!!

 "!!!!,!!&8!0!!,")

 M !!!;5<" ( (&/

0=@18 (  (!!0""!0"1

(5! "!(=@!! !"&!""

&0&/0!!!(!!.!&!"+!

0" !)!!!( 



,!;5<"!"!!!!!/0

! ( (&)",( ,!

!!!!!"&01!!!!!



10
 

 

!!/!!)!!/I&/! &

!!(0!&1 !!"!(!""!8

!("!"!""!!&>! &

(!0(  &(!)!!!1!!

"&!/!,("!!(& !!

0!! !"



#.!!<, !(" *!

 " *8!!"!! !!,,!,!("

?!/! !("!0/00!(

(! !!!0D



M!&!! !!)!! /  ,/!!!/0!&

!!(/EKF!("C!!/! !&!!,!"!

0!" (,!!,!"!("! ! 

""0!!0!!!M!!

 (!/!!"!00"(" !/",!!!!

 " /!EKFN2E""F



*8!!"!!,&)!0 !(!!(  

!"   !,!(""+!

!!(!0 ,0 ,0!!!

!?*8/ V! V!!( "0

*!!! !"! !!!!" !

!&!!!!!!" !,!( "!!

!! !( =823,!("/!,

"!/!!!(5!,!)0

"(,!"!!!)!(!

!!!!/!!!!( !,!,!("

(D6-""(/0" /!)!,/

" !!)!!!!"7*8N"

!!  /&  !!! ! ,!"!



11
 

 

!("!,"!!!,  !





-!,*81, !!(""0 !&(

/!(,,!0,"!!!!)!

!!!&!!!08!! !&

 !!/*1",!!0)00!,!

"&!"& "!6 7 ( (*8N2

&0( ,!!(( !!

",,!!,!!( >!1!!!!("!,"

!("!"!)!"!!!( ,

!, !!!!! !! !

!!!!" 0(!!!!

!!!(!!( !!

;5<"("!!( ! "!( !&!"! 

! "!!!!0!,








EF!"#! ! (#!;+"G!"

!(!0!!!! 0""&!!!!"

0 !!0!,!,,!" !!

-,!#!<!&!&0 "M"!

( !!! !&&!"



EF! !#,*"8","!(0,0!&

&+!( 0!&"+!!!(!0!! 

!!-!;  (!!!!!;8,!"/!!!

&0,!!!!!!!".!!

!!/ ,! /!!0 0! !!!



12
 

 

;8!+0/( !/"0 !(("!! !!!

/! 0!!! !,!!



ENF=8!!!!!!!(",0,!, "!!

B(!!/!"!!!.!!!B!!

 5! D6!!&.!!!/ ,&"!

0B / / !""  "B"/,!  

,!("/0!!,! !!  "!!!0!(

"!!! !"!79



E:F=*!!!!!!  !&!!0!(! 

!"& 0!!0!!,, "&

!(! !!" !!!"!"  !800!

0 ("!!!0!!,



E9F&0!""8("!0!"!! 

!!!(!(!!!!!&/8?H)/

8 " /8)&!"/!! /(& (/8

I=@/008  !!!,( (!+,!



EF""8!&0 &" &!"!!!

!"-/ "(!  " !!"

 6(-!H!700&!,-,!233!!

"/!"!! "!&/0"!"0 !

6;5<"7*:B3



E3F>!100 !0,D6!,!("!

!0&!EF!!  (5!!!!/!0/

"8!!(!!!!&!,!&0&

!,!!0(!EKF?!0/ !

&!/!!"!(5!!!!!,(,"0



13
 

 

" 0! C 0!&!,!(

&!"0!!!07:B9



E4F,!/!B.!),!("M(!

&(!"(,/ !( !("!D6

!/0! ("(/&,( !,!/"

"!!0!  8,! &"!"

 !& !1 !!&/ !,!",!/

!!!00)!!/0! / , "

!!0 ! !&7>!:!!"

!!!!.!( !8(!0 

  !



E2F=?!  " ","! #08

 "!!!!""!!!""5!

!!?!"!!!!= -,!!0""

! !"! !!!!(!!"(!,"

!"!,!""!"8!"!

 ,"0!,!" 0!?!"!6 !

( 7,  0!! "!!D6-!!(,,

!!!!/!/!,!!"!  CEKF

!!!!!0)  ""!7:!!

!"!!!& "/((!

"!,   "(&0((& ;5<"

 ( (&  , / 8/ (0!!!

*-








-&/ (6?&!7O!-"!! N
D9NB3




14
 

 

*/=-,!23B?"$+!!=D'((/

*8/ " -#.!!<, !(" 
*!I!"/ID'&!I!"#/294! 39

*/#,! !I0P8 O DA! ,/22

#!#!;+"G

?!/= #*!!#- I0
P8D$!,*8/233

;5<"=*#-!! &<
?"/222

>!/""!. ,"!M#  
"( ,D8!!#(,"/243! 32

=/$5;!("-(/IPD!!'&!I0P8/22:

=8/"("-! !W$B!, 
--(D'&!=,#/2

/* #=8, '"8,!= M I0
P8 <) D<) '&!#/249

BBB<*! *,!#! <) D#!'&!#/222

 


	Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Olimpo
	Recommended Citation

	Torture and the Sublime. The Ethics of Physical Pain in Garaje Olimpo
	Keywords / Palabras clave

	Microsoft Word - TortureScarry.doc

